Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PARIS 12255 140125Z 

ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 /036W 

002167 142217Z/64 

R 131953Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0090 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BONN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 12255 

E. O. 1 1652:N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, FR 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: NATIONAL AIRLINES SERVICE TO PARIS 

REF: STATE 091204 

1 . ON APRIL 12 CIVIL AIR ATTACHE RAISED WITH QUAI 
D'ORSAY AVIATION DIRECTOR CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE QUESTION 
OF LEGAL MEMORANDUM PRESENTED MARCH 24 BY 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATWOOD AND WAS ADVISED 
THAT THE DOCUMENT WAS STILL BEING STUDIED BY THE 
QUAI'S LEGAL ADVISOR, BUT THAT A DEFINITIVE RE- 
ACTION WOULD BE FORTHCOMING SHORTLY. 

2. SHE NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THE BASIC PRINCIPLE THAT 
THE CARRIER HAD THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE THE AIRPORT AT 
WHICH IT WOULD OPERATE (FROM AMONG THE INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORTS AT THE POINT IT WAS AUTHORIZED TO SERVE) 

WAS EXTREMELY DISTURBING. IT TOOK NO ACCOUNT OF THE 
RIGHT 

OF A GOVERNMENT (AS AIRPORT ADMINISTRATOR) TO DEAL 
WITH THE PROBLEM OF CONGESTION AT ONE FACILITY WHILE 
ANOTHER HAD UNDERUTILIZED FACILITIES. SHE DESCRIBED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE SITUATION AT DEGAULLE PENDING THE OPENING OF THE 

NEW TERMINAL ( IN 1981 OR SO) AS CRITICAL AND 

DID NOT SEE HOW ANOTHER CARRIER COULD BE ACCOMMODATED. 

3. WE NOTED THAT NATIONAL ONLY OPERATED THREE FLIGHTS 
A WEEK AND SURELY THAT WOULD NOT POSE ANY UNDUE 
PROBLEM, BUT SHE REPLIED THAT THERE WERE MANY CARRIERS 
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(EACH OPERATING THREE TO TEN FLIGHTS WEEKLY) WHO 
WANTED TO MOVE TO DE GAULLE AND THAT THE AGGREGATE 
WOULD BE THE PROBLEM. WHEN WE POINTED OUT THAT AEROFLOT 
HAD RECENTLY BEEN AUTHORIZED TO CONSOLIDATE ITS 
OPERATIONS AT DEGAULLE, SHE APPEARED A BIT EMBARRASSED 
BUT REJOINED THAT AEROFLOT WAS A SPECIAL CASE SINCE 
ITS OPERATIONS HAVE BEEN SPLIT BETWEEN DEGAULLE AND 
ORLY AND THEREFORE THE MOVE WAS PERMITTED. 

4. CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE CONCLUDED THE CONVERSATION 
BY NOTING HOW IRONIC IT WAS THAT THE UNITED STATES 
SHOULD NOW BE PUSHING FOR A CARRIER S MOVE TO 
DEGAULLE IN VIEW OF THE MANY OBJECTIONS WE HAD 
RAISED A FEW YEARS AGO WHEN OUR OTHER CARRIERS 
WERE BEING TOLD TO MOVE FROM ORLY TO DEGAULLE. 

HARTMAN 
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